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THIS PAPER HAS BEEN REMOVED DUE IN PART TO THE FACT THAT THE COLLECTION AND THE
RELEASE OF THE DATASET THAT IS THE CENTRAL FOCUS OF THE PAPER VIOLATED TERMS OF
SERVICE AND DATA PRIVACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS, AND FOR THESE REASONS THE
UNDERLYING DATA SET WAS COMPLETELY REMOVED FROM THE PUBLIC REPOSITORY THAT
WAS HOSTING IT AND NO LONGER EXISTS.

IN ADDITION, THE PAPER ITSELF VIOLATES THIRD PARTIES' LEGAL PRIVACY RIGHTS, AS
INDICATED BY THE OPINION OF THE ETHICS COMMITTEE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MILAN. THE
COMMITTEE FOUND A VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 5 OF THE 2011 CODE OF ETHICS, AND A VIOLATION
OF ARTICLES 5 AND 89 OF THE EUROPEAN UNION’S GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
(GDPR), SINCE FIGURE 2 OF THE PAPER REPORTS A MASTODON USER’S USERNAME AND PROFILE
IDENTIFIER, ENABLING THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE DATA SUBJECT.

FINALLY, THE COMMITTEE ALSO RECOGNIZED A FURTHER ISSUE RELATED TO THE RELEASE OF
THE DATASET. THE DATASET CONTAINED CONTENTS OWNED BY THE USERS OF THE PLATFORM
BUT IT WAS RELEASED UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS CCO0 LICENSE, WHICH REQUIRES TO
HAVE THE NECESSARY RIGHTS TO APPLY IT TO ANOTHER PERSON’S CONTENT.
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