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Abstract

Neurotypical adult humans are impeccably good social rea-
soners. Despite the occasional faux pas, we know how to
interact in most social settings and how to consider others’
points of view. Young children, on the other hand, do not.
Social reasoning, like many of our most important skills, is
learned.
Much like human children, AI agents are not good social rea-
soners. While some algorithms can perform some aspects of
social reasoning, we are a ways off from AI that can inter-
act naturally and appropriately in the broad range of settings
that people can. In this talk, I will argue that learning social
reasoning via the same processes used by people will help
AI agents reason–and interact–more like people do. Specif-
ically, I will argue that children learn social reasoning via
analogy, and that AI agents should, too. I will present ev-
idence from cognitive modeling experiments demonstrating
the former and AI experiments demonstrating the latter. I will
also propose future directions for social reasoning research
that both demonstrate the need for robust, human-like social
reasoning in AI and test the utility of common approaches.
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